
DOING IT RIGHT!!!! Yes, when 68 Boating students give our 
training members a big hand at the end of  the final “Original” 
boating course, then we know the waters will be a safer place for 
us all, and particularly the new “students” with their boats out on 
the “saltchuck.”                                   continued on page 2...
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From the Commander’s Log
	 	 	 By Commander Eardley Beaton

Upcoming Events
• Monday, January 21, 2013 - Student Graduation

 
This celebratory evening is our chance to meet the Fall 2012 course graduates, to 
congratulate them, and to welcome them to the Squadron. The more members 
who attend, the merrier it will be. 

Special Guest Steve Illott from the RCMP’s Coastal Watch Program will discuss 
security threats and drug importation and explain how boaters can report 
confidentially on people or vessels that appear suspicious.

DOOR PRIZE DRAW: Don’t miss the opportunity to take home an original 
9”x12” water colour painting entitled “Red-hulled Boat,” generously donated by 
the artist, Beverly Grice.

• Monday, February 18, 2013 - Squadron Nights

In his lively, indoor/outdoor presentation and demo, Grant Blane from TerraClean 
shows us how to maintain fuel and eliminate water from fuel.

• Saturday, March 30, 2013 - Bilgewater Bash
	 Get your tickets before they sell out! A magical evening of  music, dancing, dining, 
	 and confabulation (not to mention sipping the famous bilgewater). See page 10 for 
	 all the details.  

Past, current and incoming Power Squadron members are all welcome at Squadron Nights, held on the 
third Monday of  each month. We meet at the False Creek Yacht Club on the north shore of  False 
Creek under the Granville Street Bridge. The doors open at 7:00 pm, the event begins at 7:30 pm, 
and the cost is $5.00 per person. We look forward to seeing you there!
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The Fall program was a good one, with some four 
separate classes forming a nice buzz at Prince of  Wales 
High School. Now to see who graduates at Grad Night, 
Monday,  January 21 at FCYC. A good night to come out 
and meet the new members and enjoy “the fruits of  our 
labour.”

Our Spring program will be different. The CPS Boating 
course has been split into two separate courses. Boating 
Basics starts Tuesday, January 8 and goes for four weeks, 
teaching very important fundamentals for the new boater 
to get out on the water. While much of  it leads to 
Transport Canada’s Pleasure Craft Operator’s Certificate, 
it is much more than that when presented in a classroom 
with qualified instructors and proctors.

The second part of  Boating is the new BOATING 
ESSENTIALS course starting Tuesday, Feb 5 for eight 
weeks, with more detailed instruction on compass, charts, 
navigation, plotting, anchoring, environmental, etc. This 
course will get you home. For those who have had the 
main boating courses, we are pleased to have two of  our 
most senior instructors put on the ADVANCED 
PILOTING course starting January 15 for eleven weeks 
under the guidance of  Peter Girling and Rob Murray.  
This will be the last time for awhile that we will have 
Rob’s expertise, as he plans to sail south for a year or so.  
Before heading off, Rob will provide the Instructor 

Development Course for four weeks on Thursdays starting 
Feb 21. This will be most helpful as we require new 
instructors to teach as well as proctors to help the students.  

CHECK OUR WEB SITE at www.vpsboat.com for all 
the details or give a call to anyone listed in the Masthead.

P.S.  Marine Radio’s three-week course starts Feb 21.

Our Past Commander, Art Rendell is now a General 
Director of  CPS, and he has sent a recap of  the major 
survey completed last year to find out what boaters outside 
CPS think about us and if  they would consider being a 
member. This survey will be a major resource for some 
changes in CPS programs in future. You will see Art’s 
submission at the end of  this Masthead.

The Nomination Committee will be getting together in 
January, and it will want to speak to members, old and 
new, who would like to get involved for a year or two in 
operating the squadron. It can involve as little as one or 
two meetings per month or a bit more by getting involved 
in different aspects of  our world on and off  the water.  
Please call me at (604) 734-4900 to discuss.

Happy New Year!

Eardley Beaton

From Our STO...
Well, as we move into the 2013 CPS training season, we are 
moving into new territory! Our "Boating Course" which has  
been running for many decades is making a change in 2013. 
We will no longer be providing the 13-week "all in one" 
course. The new format will meet the needs of  our students 
in a new way. For individuals who are looking for that all 
important PCOC (Pleasure Craft Operators Card) 
certificate, we now have a four-week "Boating Basics" course 
that will meet the Transport Canada Requirements to get 
you out on the water legally. If  you already have your 
PCOC, and some experience on the water, then you can 
move right into our "Boating Essentials" course. The 
Essentials course is what you need to know to navigate your 
boat safely here on the West Coast and anywhere you might 
want to cruise. This course will help people understand 
what they see on the paper charts they have on board, 
and we will be delving into the electronic chart plotting tools  
people have on board. The Essentials is an eight-week 

course, and we hope to provide our students with a strong 
understanding of  the skills they need to be proficient and 
safe boaters. We will be providing our Essentials students 
with time on the water, as we look forward to our Spring 
Student Cruise.

Along with our introductory courses, we are hoping to 
provide the Advanced Piloting course for those who really 
want to know their stuff  on the water. The course will be led 
by two outstanding instructors with amazing experience and 
background on the water. Peter Girling and Rob Murray 
will be guiding the class through 13 weeks of  navigation 
studies, starting January 15. A course well worth the time.

Looks like 2013 is lining up to be a great year for Vancouver 
Power and Sail Squadron. I look forward to seeing lots of  
new students and returning members!
 
Glen Hodgkinson, STO
VPSS

http://www.vpsboat.com
http://www.vpsboat.com


Christmas Pot Luck...
Held on Dec 10 at FCYC, the Christmas Pot Luck was a real 
success, with fifty paid in attendance including members, new 
and old, as well as some six or more Boating student 
grads. The food brought by all was full and plenty from 
salmon, sushi, casseroles, desserts (including two pecan pies), 
homemade breads, etc...all thoroughly enjoyed. Many thanks  
to Sheila Steeves and Etheleen Beaton for setting things up 
and putting it all together. Lots of  greetings and stories 
between all, including Jerry Powers arranging the 50/50 
Draw for the 2013 PMD-AGM in May.  Student Isabella 
Booth won $99.00. Dennis Steeves was our doorman as well 
as our photographer -- thank you, Dennis!
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WANTED: 

SQUADRON 
TRAINING OFFICER 
(STO)
This is a challenging and exciting opportunity for a 
member who wants to be at the heart of  our Squadron’s 
Training program. VPS has always been the premium 
Training Squadron on the West Coast because of  our 
location and population. We now want YOU to step in for a 
period of  two years or more to organize and support the 
various courses. Certainly you should have taken the CPS 
Boating course, but beyond that, this position is mainly 
administrative to ensure which courses will be offered, 
getting instructors and proctors arranged, and ordering 
materials and exams that are required on a scheduled basis.  

The position description is as follows: 

“The Squadron Training Officer shall be responsible for 
the  carrying out of  the training program of  this Squadron 
and for providing proper facilities for holding all 
examinations conducted by this Squadron. Without in any 
way limiting the generality of  the foregoing, such Officer 
shall:

(a) Be responsible for liaison with the Training 
Department of  Canadian Power and Sail 
Squadrons through the District Training Officer;

(b) Represent this Squadron at all District Training 
Conferences or shall appoint a duly qualified 
substitute to attend;

(c) Be responsible for providing instructors and, where 
required, proctors for all training courses being 
conducted by this Squadron and for ascertaining 
that such instructors are providing proper 
instruction;

(d) Be responsible for determining the quantities of  
course material to be ordered by the Squadron;

(e) Be responsible for applying for all examinations 
required by the Squadron;

(f) Be responsible to the Squadron Commander for 
the technical excellence of  this Squadron’s training 
programme;

(g) Advise and keep informed the Squadron 
Commander and the District Training Officer on 
all matters pertaining to Squadron training;

(h) In the absence of  the Squadron Commander and 
the Squadron Executive Officer, perform the duties  
and exercise the powers of  the Squadron 
Commander.

The Squadron Training Officer may be assisted in the 
performance of  these duties by a Squadron Training 
Committee of  which the Training Officer shall be the 
chairman and which may be divided into the following sub-
committees:

(a) Boating;

(b) Advanced Grades;

(c) Elective Courses;

(d) Proctors;

(e) Examinations;

(f) Course Material;

(g) Promotion;

or such other sub-committees as the Squadron 
Training Officer may decide.

PLEASE CONTACT ME, Eardley Beaton, at (604)
734-4900 or beatonsbeat@shaw.ca to discuss this 
important part of  our Squadron.

mailto:beatonsbeat@shaw.ca
mailto:beatonsbeat@shaw.ca
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Seeking Immediate Advice

VPSS Enrollment Precarious
 

Our spring enrollment numbers are very low, so we're sending out a Mayday!
 
The Boating Course you took and loved (cursed?) has been shortened and is now divided into two parts.
 
Boating Basics will run on four consecutive Tuesdays from January 8 to January 29. This is the course you 
need in order to qualify for the Pleasure Craft Operating Certificate.

Boating Essentials runs for eight weeks beginning on February 5. Essentials is the course you want to take if  
you already have your PCOC. It includes plotting and navigation, electronic charting, tides and currents as well as 
docking and anchoring.
 

"So what can I do? I already took the Boating course."
Help us spread the word!

 
If  you know anyone who would benefit from one of  our courses (from Boating Basics to Advanced Piloting) you 
could:

• Extol the virtues of  our courses;

• Direct potential students to our website: http://vpsboat.com/boating.html;

• Pat yourself  on the back.

Seriously, any help at all will be 
most welcome.

Paul Heeney, VPSS

http://vpsboat.com/boating.html
http://vpsboat.com/boating.html
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Exploring your inner teacher!
VPSS is offering an instructor's course...and it's free!!!

Why now?  
We're introducing a new Boating course. It's focused and concise, and we're looking for new instructors and proctors 
to help us teach it. 

Why me?
Our squadron members have a tremendous amount of  experience on the water. Yet we're often reluctant to help in 
the classroom, believing we're not capable of  communicating our knowledge.  This course is designed to improve 
your presentation skills whether in the classroom, at the office, or in front of  a large audience.

What's involved?
• This is a course taught on four separate evenings.

• It's an interactive course using modern techniques and technologies.  

• The focus is on teaching adults.

• Detailed lesson plans and PowerPoint presentations are provided.

• Best of  all,  plenty of  time will be spent helping students develop strong presentation skills. 

When and where?
Classes will be held Thursday nights at 7 pm at Prince of  Wales Secondary School (2250 Eddington Drive) on 
February 21, February 28, March 7 and March 14, 2013.

How do I sign-up for this free course?
Simply send an email to Rob_Murray_@hotmail.com  (note the two underscores)  or leave a phone message at 
604-315-1980.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Paul Heeney, VPSS

mailto:Rob_Murray_@hotmail.com
mailto:Rob_Murray_@hotmail.com
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These awards were given by the Bluewater Cruising 
Association (BCA). Formed in 1978, BCA supports 
offshore mariners and aspiring cruisers. BCA numbers 
over 1,000 members from all over the world, 
representing more than 500 boats. A vibrant and active 
organization, BCA holds monthly club meetings in 
Vancouver, Calgary and Victoria. Club nights feature 
presentations by speakers who have cruised or are 
currently cruising offshore. These presentations give 
members the opportunity to gain valuable tips on 
cruising offshore, share information and opinions, and 
keep their cruising dreams alive.

Patrick Dickie received the Doug Mitchell 
Memorial Single Hander's Award, presented to 
members who have made a significant single-handed 
voyage. Named after the late Doug Mitchell, whose 
seamanship during a fierce storm off  Vancouver Island 
in 1991 continues to be an inspiration to intrepid 
sailors. Patrick also received the Offshore Award, for 
members who complete an offshore passage outside 
Canadian territorial waters on their own vessel. He 
made the trip on Kismet II, his Spencer 35 Mk II.

Micheal and Edie received the Offshore Award, for 
members who complete an offshore passage outside 
Canadian territorial waters on their own vessel, and 
the Cape Horn Award, for members who have 
rounded Cape Horn on their own boat.

For more about Patrick's voyage, and a few pictures, go 
to http://spenceryachts.net/node/156

Rob Murray, VPSS

Kudos...
To Michael Walsh and Edi Gelin for a rare 
accomplishment! The Bluewater Awards, 
including the Cape Horn Award...

and to Patrick Dickie for his awards 
from Bluewater Cruising for single-
handed cruising to Hawaii and back.

http://spenceryachts.net/node/156
http://spenceryachts.net/node/156
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The Vancouver International Boat Show is 
Coming Soon – February 7-11, 2013
Volunteers Needed!	  
We	  need	  your	  par,cipa,on,	  and	  you	  get	  free	  access	  to	  the	  Boat	  Show!	  	  Volunteers	  from	  Vancouver	  Squadron	  and	  the	  other	  
Lower	  Mainland	  Squadrons	  are	  now	  being	  solicited	  to	  staff	  the	  CPS	  Pacific	  Mainland	  District	  Booth	  to	  inform	  the	  boa,ng	  
public	  of	  our	  course	  offerings	  and	  schedule	  during	  the	  show	  opening	  days	  and	  ,mes.	  	  

The	  %me	  slots	  are	  (two	  volunteers	  per	  slot	  are	  needed):
Thursday	  Feb	  7:	  set-‐up	  –	  ,me	  slot	  to	  be	  confirmed	  -‐	  Don	  Mercer,_______________________
Thursday	  Feb	  7:	  1100	  –	  1500_____________________________________________________
Thursday	  Feb	  7:	  1500	  –	  1800_____________________________________________________
Thursday	  Feb	  7:	  1800	  –	  2100______________________________________________________

Friday	  Feb	  7:	  1100	  –	  1500_____________________________________________________
Friday	  Feb	  8:	  1500	  –	  1800	  –	  Frank	  and	  LaureTe	  Mogridge
Friday	  Feb	  8:	  1800	  –	  2100______________________________________________________

Saturday	  Feb	  9:	  1000	  –	  1400____________________________________________________
Saturday	  Feb	  9:	  1400	  –	  1800____________________________________________________
Saturday	  Feb	  9:	  1800	  –	  2100____________________________________________________

Sunday	  Feb	  10:	  1000	  –	  1300____________________________________________________
Sunday	  Feb	  10:	  1300	  –	  1600____________________________________________________
Sunday	  Feb	  10:	  1600	  –	  1900_____________________________________________________

Monday	  Feb	  11	  (Family	  Day):	  1000	  –	  1300_________________________________________
Monday	  Feb	  11	  (Family	  Day):	  1300	  –	  1600__________________________________________
Monday	  Feb	  11	  (Family	  Day):	  1600	  –	  1700	  and	  takedown______________________________

I	  will	  be	  emailing	  your	  Commander	  with	  reminders	  as	  we	  move	  towards	  the	  show,	  with	  updates	  on	  the	  slots	  filled	  and	  who	  is 	  
filling	  them	  and	  our	  needs	  for	  further	  volunteers,	  un,l	  all	  slots	  are	  filled!	  	  So,	  please	  start	  thinking	  on	  this	  now	  and	  email	  me	  
at	  donmercer@shaw.ca.	  	  Thanks!

We	  appreciate	  our	  volunteers	  and	  their	  efforts	  and	  hope	  that	  by	  ge]ng	  sufficient	  numbers	  of	  volunteers	  we	  can	  reduce	  the	  
,me	  burden	  on	  the	  core	  volunteers	  who	  loyally	  par,cipate	  in	  CPS	  show	  booths	  for	  PMD	  and	  their	  Squadrons.

And	  the	  best	  of	  the	  season	  to	  all	  and	  a	  frui`ul,	  happy	  New	  Year.

Respec`ully	  SubmiTed
Don	  Mercer
District	  Public	  Rela,ons	  Officer,	  Pacific	  Mainland	  District,	  Canadian	  Power	  and	  Sail	  Squadrons
Past	  Commander,	  Vancouver	  Squadron

mailto:donmercer@shaw.ca
mailto:donmercer@shaw.ca
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Vancouver Maritime Museum 
2013 Ocean Cruising Adventures 
Speaker Series
VPSS members are invited to the VMM Members' night on December 6. Details and RSVP here: http://
vanmaritime_members.eventbrite.ca/ The series is coordinated by circumnavigator and author Anne 
Brevig and sponsored by Pacific Yachting Magazine.

January 18, 2013 “18 YEARS OF SAILING TOGETHER”
Judith & Harry McPhie take an honest look at relationships, the cruising community and the wonders of  
traveling slowly around the world.

January 25, 2013 “SOUTH TO WARMER CLIMES! VANCOUVER TO MEXICO AND BACK!”
Steve & Tracey Dolling cover the practical aspects of  fitting out a coastal cruiser for an extended duration cruise 
on a fairly unforgiving coast. 

February 1, 2013 “A VANCOUVER ISLAND CIRCUMNAVIGATION”
Ron Ungless & Gordon Milne. Long-time buddies share the planning and experiences of  their recent trip 
around Vancouver Island aboard a 36-foot ocean-going sloop.

February 8, 2013 “AROUND THE WORLD AT AGE 18!”
Zac Sunderland learned how to sail when he was four years old, and at 16, he embarked on the adventure of  a 
lifetime – setting sail into the Pacific Ocean on a quest to see the world and become the youngest person to 
circumnavigate it alone.

February 15, 2013 “THE LONG BEAT HOME: BRISBANE TO VICTORIA”
Jennifer Handley & Campbell Good. Follow the adventures and misadventures of  Jennifer, Campbell and family 
and friends over the course of  their wild adventures across the Pacific.

WHERE: H.R. MacMillan Space Centre, 1100 Chestnut Street, Vancouver, B.C.

WHEN: 8 pm (doors at 7 pm)

COST: $13/lecture; $50/series
Seniors, VMM members and Pacific Yachting subscribers: $11/lecture; $40/series

TICKETS: Call 604.257.8300 or visit us online at vanmaritime.com
Tickets also available at the Maritime Museum or at the door on evening of  event.
 
www.vancouvermaritimemuseum.com • Bringing maritime history and traditions TO LIFE!

http://vanmaritime_members.eventbrite.ca/
http://vanmaritime_members.eventbrite.ca/
http://vanmaritime_members.eventbrite.ca/
http://vanmaritime_members.eventbrite.ca/
http://vanmaritime.com/
http://vanmaritime.com/
http://www.vancouvermaritimemuseum.com/
http://www.vancouvermaritimemuseum.com/
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$"! A/-.).&-.1'%/'9!/3'1%22.)./-'-3,.&'*2'.1+0!-%*/'
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%
<9! (#*2#/%7+#$'&*;%

!"! #$%&'()*+,'%&'4.&&'4%8.43'-*'$!<.'!'0)+%&%/('&-34.'&!%4'*)',*5.)'6*!-'
6"! #$.3'!).'!'3*+/(.)'()*+,'-$!/'-$.'=*!-%/('L/-$+&%!&-&'!/1'-./1'-*'6*!-'
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7&&8&$5")
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